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Course Schedule

Class #1 - September 11, 2024 - Taylor Swift and the music industry
The first class will focus on a general overview of the economics of the music industry

and Taylor’s place within it. Topics covered will include gender-based economics, artists as
firms, and demand within the industry. Discussion will focus on the readings and an overview of
Taylor Swift as a businesswoman, including her supposed impact on the NFL.

Readings for class:
● Rockonomics Chapter 2 - “Follow the Money: The Music Economy”
● Economic Impact of Women in Entertainment: A Case Study on Taylor Swift and Barbie

https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation?paperid=128242
● Research on Music Album Sales and Commercial Economic Value: Taking Taylor Swift as

Evidence - Zhuoer Zhang

Class #2 - September 18, 2024 - The economy of the music industry
This class will focus on the music industry and its economic considerations as a whole.

Providing a background for the remainder of the course, topics covered will include a broad
overview of relevant economic concepts. Class activities and discussion will include working
through examples of these economic concepts and applying them to relevant cases.

Readings for class:
● Rockonomics Chapter 3 - “The Supply of Musicians”
● Rockonomics Chapter 4 - “The Economics of Superstars”

Class #3 - September 25, 2024 - Economic impact of the Eras Tour (Part 1)
This class will focus on the specific economic impact created by Swift’s Eras Tour.

Topics covered will include the intersection of various industries, labor economics, as well as
GDP and economic value. Further class discussion and readings will focus on the tour’s impact
on the job and tourism markets of key cities.

Readings for class:
● The Staggering Economic Impact of Taylor Swift’s Eras Tour

https://time.com/6307420/taylor-swift-eras-tour-money-economy/
● Gabe, Todd, and Nicholas Lisac. "Local Economic Impacts of Popular Music Concerts."

(2013).
https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/65911/1/MPRA_paper_65911.pdf

Class #4 - October 2, 2024 - Economic impact of the Eras Tour (Part 2)
This class will focus on the specific economic impact created by Swift’s Eras Tour.

Topics covered will include the intersection of various industries, labor economics, as well as
GDP and economic value. Further class discussion and readings will focus on the tour’s impact
on the job and tourism markets of key cities. The final project assignment will be introduced.

https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation?paperid=128242
https://time.com/6307420/taylor-swift-eras-tour-money-economy/
https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/65911/1/MPRA_paper_65911.pdf


Readings for class:
● Rockonomics Chapter 6 - “The Show Must Go On: The Economics of Live Music”
● The Federal Reserve says Taylor Swift's Eras Tour boosted the economy. One market

research firm estimates she could add $5

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/taylor-swift-eras-tour-boosted-economy-tourism-federal-reserve-how-much-money-made/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/taylor-swift-eras-tour-boosted-economy-tourism-federal-reserve-how-much-money-made/
https://apnews.com/article/american-concert-ticket-sale-reforms-taylor-swift-a5ddb8282a2c72f6dedafc8139c75921
https://apnews.com/article/american-concert-ticket-sale-reforms-taylor-swift-a5ddb8282a2c72f6dedafc8139c75921
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/24/arts/music/ticketmaster-taylor-swift-senate-hearing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/24/arts/music/ticketmaster-taylor-swift-senate-hearing.html
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1154&context=mtie



